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service support, from data collection and validation to submission and compliance strategy.
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Colorado Energy Benchmarking & Building
Performance Standards

What are Colorado’s Energy Benchmarking & Building Performance Standards?
Colorado's Building Performance Standards (BPS), established under HB21-1286, require annual energy
benchmarking and performance targets to drive energy efficiency. The goal is to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 7% by 2026 and 20% by 2030. These standards apply to buildings over 50,000 square feet.

Who Needs to Comply?
Commercial & Multifamily buildings over
50,000 sq. ft.

Key Compliance Requirements
Annual Benchmarking: Report energy use
through ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager​​
Building Performance Standards (BPS): Meet
energy efficiency targets by 2026 & 2030​​
Mandatory Efficiency Measures: Implement
energy upgrades if performance targets are
not met​​
Electrification & Decarbonization: Transition
towards renewable energy sources​​

Steps to Compliance 
Annual Benchmarking: Reports due by June
1st each year​​
Interim Compliance (2026): Buildings must
reduce emissions by 7%​​
Final Compliance (2030): Buildings must
reduce emissions by 20%​​
Future Goals: Net-zero emissions by 2050​​

Why Compliance Matters
✔ Avoid fines and maintain good standing
✔ Improve energy efficiency for cost savings
✔ Qualify for ENERGY STAR Certification for high-
performing buildings
✔ Enhance sustainability reputation and attract tenants

Common Compliance Challenges
Accessing Utility Data: Tenant cooperation and missing
meters can complicate data collection
Data Accuracy Issues: Errors in square footage or
energy use reporting can impact compliance
Late or Non-Submission: Risk of fines and violations
for failing to meet deadlines

Penalties for Non-Compliance
Benchmarking Violations: Fines up to $500 per quarter
for failure to report​​
BPS Non-Compliance (2026): Fines up to $2 per sq. ft.
annually​​
BPS Non-Compliance (2030): Fines up to $5 per sq. ft.
annually​​
Enforcement: Ongoing reviews by the Colorado Energy
Office​​

How EBI Can Help 

Regulatory Transition Risk Assessment – Assess potential risks and ensure compliance with related regulations.
Energy Benchmarking Services – Full-service support to collect, validate, and submit required benchmarking data.


