WHAT TO EXPECT WITH CATEX

BUILDING VALUE
SUSTAINABLY

THE MOST COMMON NEPA PATHWAY FOR BEAD PROJECTS

Most BEAD-funded broadband projects qualify for a Categorical Exclusion (CATEX).

CATEX streamlines NEPA review while maintaining full compliance.

CATEX, AT A GLANCE

e NTIA’s anticipated NEPA pathway for most broadband projects

e Documentation and confirmation are still required

e NTIA CATEXs adopted by other federal agencies, including on
federal lands

CATEX streamlines review but does not eliminate NEPA requirements.

WHEN CATEX REQUIRES EXTRA ATTENTION

Extraordinary Circumstances

Certain environmental or cultural conditions (Extraordinary
Circumstances, or ECs) may affect CATEX eligibility.

e ECs do not automatically disqualify a project
e Eligibility can often be maintained through:

o Thoughtful project design

o Avoidance measures

o Targeted mitigation

Early identification helps prevent schedule impacts.

TIMELINES & STREAMLINING

CATEX timelines vary by project:

* Review begins once documentation and consultations
are complete

e Minimal constraints generally mean faster review

e Surprise mitigation requirements can extend timelines

NTIA tools reduce schedule risk by increasing certainty:
¢ Defined project areas enable phased approvals and
early construction
e Standardized documentation limits rework and review
delays
e Clear agency criteria set expectations upfront and
prevent surprises

HOW EBI KEEPS PROJECTS MOVING

CATEX IN PRACTICE
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Agency Coordination

When ECs are present, agencies may need to confirm impact
findings, including:

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

e NOAA Fisheries or state wildlife agencies
¢ State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO)
e Tribal Nations

Clear, well-prepared documentation supports efficient review.

COMMON QUESTIONS

Who evaluates Extraordinary Circumstances and
CATEX eligibility?

NEPA review procedures vary by state.
Subgrantees should confirm their process with their
State Broadband Office (SBO). Early EC screening
helps identify issues before formal review begins.

What is a NEPA Project Area?

A defined portion of a BEAD project that can move
independently through NEPA review. Establishing
multiple project areas early can reduce schedule
risk and allow construction to proceed where
approvals are in place.

EBI’s Environmental & Historic Preservation (EHP) consultants help subgrantees:
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THE BOTTOM LINE

CATEX is the expected, and efficient, NEPA pathway for most BEAD projects.

With the right expertise, teams can reduce risk, avoid delays, and keep projects moving.
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